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MATT DINNIMAN

"\Vait," Bucket Boy said. "This is not a chandelier. This is a swing."

'Anything can be a chandelier if it iights up and you attach it to the ceiLng."

"I can't do it," Bucket Boy said. "I promised Rosetta I would catch Tipid

up on what happened during Faction \7ars before he lost his memory."

Samantha neck-cootered the goblin drill onto the floor in front of the kid.

"Oh, don't worry. I'll tell him what happened. You, get to work." She turned

to . . . Tipid? Yes, that was his name. He was from outside the dungeon. He

q,as a former crawler. His mother was probably long dead. She would never

have had the chance to trick Samantha into . . . "You, don't worry, okay? I will
explain it all."

Tipid, VERY SERIOUS, sat. Samantha was suspicious of people who were

VERY SERIOUS.

"Yo, I want to hear this, too," Bigs the sluggalette said, sliming r,rp.

Samantha liked Bigs even if she got orange goo all over her new carpet. Sa-

mantha had borrowed the carpet from the Larracos College of Magic. Sometimes

Sam and Bigs had girl talk. Bigs was now invited to her bachelorette party.

Psamathe's baby was dead. She was there, and now she was gone. An over-

whelming wave of . . . relief . . . washed . . .

\7hy was it her thoughts always got fozzy when she remembered her

child? \Why did she always lose track of . . .

"Okay," Samantha said to Bigs and head-scar guy. "So the ninth floor of

the dungeon was Faction \fars. Normally, it's this boring level with all these

ugly, old rich peopie pretending to be warriors, and they fight and one of them

takes a castle and wins and honest!.y it's really stupid and not important. But

this year Carl and Donut had their own army, and the NPCs had their own army

and they all started fighting over the castle, blah, blah, blah. A bunch of old

crawlers from outside the dungeon came back to fight, which if you ask me was

kind of stupid. I mean, what kind of suicidal morons were these idiots?"

"Uh," Tipid said.

"Exactly. And in the end, the NPC team and the whole cky of Larracos got

transferred to the cotton fields because one ofrhose nerd-rockguys cast a spell.

That sent all the NPCs to the Ascendency floor, and we probably won't see any

of those guys until the twelfth floor. So not this tenth floor. I'm sure this will
be a boring, filler floor where nothing important happens at all.

'Anyway, the whole thing ended with Carl and Donut winning Faction
tWars, but that was only because the NPCs went away. Oh, and there was this
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MATT DINNIMAN

head. And he was all 'Look, I'rn not really your mother,' and I v'as like 'No shit.

bucko. You're a creepy L-,ird dr-rde,' and he lvas al1 'No, I mean. 'l'heia isr-r't,' and I

was like, 'Yeah, okay, rveirdo.' But then tl're whole clu'c rvent nuts and got pulleci

into some rezriiy creepl, demon shit because Li Na has totally gone cr-rckoo.

"Oh, ancl before that, Louis',vas in trouble, but I saved his life and selflesslv

sa\re nry very bod-y to keep hirn alive. Now he has gills and is mv cousin."
'i remember that part," Tipici said. "I remember everything that l-rappened

lfrer ml memory rvas wiped. Tlte Dream u,arlord inhabited Louis's lungs. \7e

uscci rhe bodv oi the flesh golem to replace it."

Kis'i and Nlongo's babies!" Samantha gaspect. "Thev're so adorable. \X/e

rl.rnr s-e rhem again urntil we get to the tweifth floor. Or all the other NPCs,

i,k: HoLger anci Edgar the rurrle anc{ tsig Tina rhe dinosaur. Bur afier that part,

rir. rr-ir.,st irnporrant rhing that happened is that Louis brokc up lvithJuice Box

io \\e (2ln har-e our torrid aftair."

'And Katra left," Tipid said.

"Oh,ves. Louis, being so virile, macie Katia pregnant just b,v standing near

her, and she got shulfled offto a olinnerlr or something. I wasn't payrng at[enti()n

Someplace outside the dungeon. Ancl then me and Emberus irad a little talk,

and then Justice Light the skyfowl dude broke the Nothing so all the demon

-ladies who hate me are now loose and it's probably going to cause a protrlem. Oh,

and Scclopendra. the big bad centipede thrng at the bottom of the dungeon,

ri'c.,ke up."

Tip.icl t;*1-t.U. "Yeah. I think Im good."
'I tl-rougl'rt )'olr expiained it perfect," said Bigs.

INTERLUDE CH
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MATT DINNIMAN

She didn't care about power, or titles. She didn't care who

was in charge of what. She just wanted out of her home

system. That was why she'd beeome a lawyer in the first
place. It'd been a way out.

She suppressed a bitter laugh. At least she now had a plan. A

good plan.

And it all hinged on this disgusting, warm-blooded, fur-

covered rodent before her now. Donut. "Princess" Donut.

Whata joke.

This ereature wasn't even a true life-form, but a barely

sapient, invasive cyst that had artificially formed itself on a

seeded planet.

)

No different than mold, really. And more dangerous. If they

didn't need these things to die to help fuel the center system,

Chandra would be all for the original soother proposal to

eradicate all the seeded worlds.

Still, this one was valuable. She'd already signed several

contracts on the creature's behalf and was already collecting

royalties. The "Donut Holes" licensing fees alone made it all

worth it.

Stiil, there were always rumblings when any contract

originated in the Naga seetor. Chandra was sick of how her

kind were treated. How they weren't trusted. Or worse, looked

down upon as inferior. They were sometimes even lumped in
with the Nullians. Absurd.

That was why Chandra wanted out. Why she wdnted to move

to the center system. Once she paid the visa fees, she

wouldn't have to worry about political upheaval ever again.

She wouldn't be constantly ashamed of her own people.
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MATT DINNIMAN

And all because of a fucking human in his underwear and

his pet rodent.

The first few steps in the plan were already done. This first
part had happened so fast. It had been literally just a few

hours'worth of legal work and filings to get started. She'd

done it from this tiny room in the Ventilqtor. It was done

before Faction Wars were finished. Even as the dwindling

royal battleships had fired their last salvo, she'd not felt even

a tingle of danger. It was amazinghow much one could

accomplish while sitting in a tiny roorn with wideband

tunnel access. In hours, she'd changed the course of her own

life.

She'd asserted her Widow's Rights and claimed Carl as her

husband in Naga court. She'd had a moment of terror when

the judge had thought it worthwhile to put the matter to

public jury. But, apparently, the idea of "punishing" Carl by

foreing him to marry her was amusing to the uneducated

peasants, and they'd voted overwhelmingly to allow the

union. They'd even added the traditional wedding gift-the

holdings of the defeated-as Carl's "prize" in a fan box.

Either way, now that was done, Chandra, as Carl's wife-and

therefore his signatory in most legal matters-had already

gotten the burners fired up on multiple contracts. Carl's own

lawyer, a Nullian named Quasar, had done a surprisingly

competent job building the legal entities required for the

Princess Posse fan group to collect money. Though she still
had a case pending to withdraw half of their profits early.

Where this Quasar had failed was in not asserting Carl's

rights over all of Donut's earnings. Donut's specles was not

yet recognized as a legally competent racial entity by the

Syndicate and therefore all ofher assets should have been

placed undeJ a conservatorship. CarI was clearly the best
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